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S.  J.  COLLETT. 


3 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
For  the  Year  ending  December  31st,  1946. 


Brightwell  House, 

East  Street, 

Farnham,  Surrey, 

August,  1947. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District 
Council  of  Farnham. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
of  the  District  for  the  year  1946. 

There  have  been  no  epidemics  of  infectious  disease  and  the 
numbers  of  notifiable  diseases  reported  have  been  smaller  than  for 
several  years.  The  one  exception  is  tuberculosis,  the  incidence  of 
which  is  slowly  but  steadily  increasing.  The  chief  factor  in  this  is 
probably  overcrowded  conditions  in  the  house  and  the  lack  of  sana- 
torium accommodation,  as  a result  of  which  patients  remain  at  home 
in  an  infectious  condition. 

The  shortage  of  houses  is  perhaps  the  chief  problem  of  the 
district,  as  is  the  difficulty  in  finding  suitable  accommodation  for  the 
aged  and  chronic  sick. 

The  routine  work  of  the  Department  has  continued  satisfactorily, 
for  which  I have  to  thank  the  members  of  my  staff. 

Yours  faithfully, 

F.  BEDO  HOBBS, 


i 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

The  Urban  District  of  Farnham  consists  of  the  Town  and  the 
following  villages  and  districts:  Hale,  Heath  End,  Badshot  Uea, 
We\  bourne.  Runfold,  Compton,  Upper,  Middle  and  Lower  Bourne, 
Houndstone,  Wrecclesham,  Row  ledge,  Dippenhall,  Frensham  Vale 
and  (long  Hill. 

'rhe  total  area  is  9,061  acres,  and  the  Registrar  General’s  esti- 
mate of  the  resident  population  for  the  year  1946  was  23,260. 

'I'he  number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  1946  was  6,281. 

The  rateable  value  is  pC210,497  and  the  sum  represented  by  the 
penny  rate  is  ;£840. 


Vital  Statistics. 


d'he  following  are  the  vital  statistics  for  the  Urban  District  in 
the  year  1946: — 


Total. 

M. 

F. 

Live  Births  (Legitimate) 

419 

228 

191 

Idve  Births  (Illegitimate) 

28 

12 

16 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 

estimated 

resident  population 

19.2 

Still  Births  (Legitimate) 

9 

4 

6 

Still  Births  (Illegitimate) 

0 

0 

0 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births 

19.7 

Deaths  

311 

149 

162 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
resident  population  13.3 


Rate  per  1,000 
Total  Births 

Deaths.  (Live  and  Still) 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes: — 

Puerperal  sepsis  0 0 

Other  puerperal  causes  1 2.1 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age: — 

•AH  infants  per  1,000  live  births  38.03 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 
births  35.8 


Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 


live  births  71.4 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  67 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  1 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  1 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  2 
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The  classified  causes  of  death  in  the  district  during  the  year 
are  as  follows: — 


Cause  of  Death. 


M.  F. 


All  Causes  149 

1.  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers  0 

2.  Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  U 

3.  Scarlet  Fever  0 

4.  Whooping  Cough  0 

5.  Diphtheria  0 

6.  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  7 

7.  Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis  0 

d.  Syphilitic  Diseases  4 

9.  Influenza  1 

lU.  Measles  1 

11.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polio- 

encephalitis   0 

12.  Acute  Infantile  Encephalitis  0 

Id.  Cancer  of  Buccal  Cavity  and 

Oesoph:  (M)  Uterus  (F)  3 

14.  Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  G 

15.  Cancer  of  the  Breast  0 

IG.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites  14 

17.  Diabetes  1 

18.  Intra-cranial  Vascular  Lesions  10 

19.  Heart  Disease  35 

20.  Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System  8 

21.  Bronchitis  11 

22.  Pneumonia  8 

23.  Other  Respiratory  Diseases  1 

24.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  2 

25.  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  1 

2G.  Appendicitis  0 

27.  Other  Digestive  Diseases  3 

28.  Nephritis  4 

29.  Pueperal  and  Post-abort.  Sepsis  0 

30.  Other  Maternal  Causes  0 

31.  Premature  Birth  2 

32.  Con:  map  birth  inj:  Infant:  dis:  G 

33.  Suicide  3 

34.  Road  Traffic  Accidents  3 

35.  Other  Violent  Causes  4 

3G.  All  Other  Causes  11 


1G2 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

2 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

4 
6 

21 

3 
23 
40 

6 

7 

2 

4 
0 
1 
1 
2 
3 
0 
1 
2 
3 
3 
0 

5 

15 


The  birth  rate  has  risen  again  to  19.2  per  1,000  population  but 
has  not  exceeded  the  record  figure  of  19.82  attained  in  1944.  The 
average  figure  for  England  and  Wales  was  19.1  in  194G. 
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The  dealli  rate  is  also  slightly  higher  than  last  year  but  remains 
fairly  constant  for  this  district. 

I'he  death  rate  for  infants,  which  has  been  steadily  falling  in 
the  Country  for  the  past  20  years,  is  38.03  per  1,000  live  births  and 
compares  favourably  with  the  figure  of  4:3  for  England  and  Wales. 

Diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system,  together  with  cancer, 
continue  to  be  the  main  cause  of  death. 

General  Provisions  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 

Laboratory  Services. 

(a)  Pathological  iLxammations . 

The  majority  of  pathological  specimens  have  been  examined  at 
the  Royal  Surrey  County  Hospital,  Guildford,  but  use  has  also  been 
made  of  the  E.M.S.  laboratories  at  Farnham  County  Hospital  and 
Horsham. 

(b)  Milk  Analysis. 

During  the  year  138  samples  were  examined  at  the  National 
Institute  for  Research  in  Dairying,  Shinfield.  The  results  are  set  out 
elsewhere  in  this  report. 

(c)  Water  Analysis.. 

Samples  of  the  water  supplies  are  examined  bacteriological]}- 
twice  a month  and  chemically  every  three  months  by  the  Counties 
Public  Health  Laboratories. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  an  excessive  iron  deposit  was 
noticed  in  the  water  supplied  by  the  Council.  There  was  at  first 
.some  difficulty  in  detecting  the  source  of  this  deposit,  which  was 
e\entually  thought  to  be  due  to  a cracking  of  the  iron  bearing  strata 
allowing  the  water  from  this  to  mix  with  the  underlying  greensand 
water  from  which  the  supply  is  obtained. 

Steps  were  taken  to  deal  with  this  as  soon  as  it  was  possible  to 
do  so. 

Ambulance  Services. 

For  infectious  cases  there  are  two  ambulances  available  at  the 
Farnham  Joint  Isolation  Hospital. 

For  non-infectious  cases  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Association 
with  one  ambulance  and  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade 
with  two  ambulances  and  one  sitting  case  car  have  continued  to  do 
useful  work.  This  service  is  entirely  voluntary,  with  the  exception 
of  one  paid  driver,  and  the  district  owes  a debt  of  gratitude  to  the 
spirit  of  public  service  shown  by  all  the  people  who  give  so  much  otf 
their  time  to  this  work. 

During  the  year  1,012  cases  were  transported,  of  which  52  were 
road  accidents.  By  far  the  largest  number  of  cases  were  those  taken 
to  Farnham  County  Hospital. 


A scheme  for  mutual  aid  between  neighbouring  authorities  has 
been  co-ordinated  and  is  working  satisfactorily. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  Mr.  H.  Smither,  who  has  been  in  charge 
of  the  ambulance  run  by  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Association,  signi- 
fied liis  intention  of  giving  up  the  wcuk  and  presented  the  ambulance 
to  the  County  Hospital. 

Mr.  Smither  has  done  ambulance  work  in  this  district  for  the 
phenomenal  period  of  52  years,  while  his  son,  Mr.  J.  H.  Smither, 
has  been  associated  with  it  for  32  years. 

Such  a prolonged  period  of  useful  social  service  can  seldom  have 
been  equalled  and  the  Town  is  extremely  grateful  to  these  gentlemen 
for  the  magnificent  services  they  have  rendered. 

* Bi.ood  Transfusion. 

This  service  has  been  continued  in  the  First  Aid  Post  at  Farnham 
County  Hospital  under  the  supervision  of  the  Red  Cross. 

Mrs.  Rogers,  the  Secretary,  has  been  most  active  in  obtaining 
donors  but  has  had  to  contend  with  a decreasing  amount  of  enthu- 
siasm since  the  end  of  the  war.  In  spite  of  this,  780  people  gave  a 
pint  of  their  blood  during  1946  and  there  are  1,669  donors  on  the 
list. 


Donors  are  called  upon  every  six  months  as  a general  rule,  but 
in  order  to  maintain  a requisite  supply  of  blood  more  donors  are 
needed. 

An  arrangement  has  been  made  whereby  the  local  authority  are 
responsible  for  the  payment  of  petrol  used  by  the  volunteer  drivers 
who  provide  their  cars  for  the  purpose  of  transporting  donors  from 
outlying  villages  to  the  clinic.  This  has  been  found  to  be  very  help- 
ful in  maintaining  a supply  of  donors. 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

The  following  is  a list  of  clinics  and  treatment  centres: — 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres. 

Brightwell  House,  East  Street,  Farnham — Tuesdays  and  Thurs- 
days, 2 — 4 p.m. 

The  Institute,  Rowledge — 1st  and  ord  Mondays,  2 — 4 p.m. 

The  Village  Hall,  Wrecclesham — 2nd  and  4th  Mondays,  2 — 4 
p.m. 

The  Scouts  Hall,  Gravel  Hill,  Lower  Bourne — 1st  and  3rd  Wed- 
nesdays, 2 — 4 p.m. 

The  Institute,  Hale — Fridays,  2 — 4 p.m. 

The  Scouts  Hall,  Badshot  Lea — 2nd  and  4th  Wednesdays,  2 — 4 

p.m. 
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Sciiooi,  Clinic. 

Hrightwell  House,  East  Street,  Farnham — 1st  and  3rd  Fridays, 
10  a.m. — 12  noon. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary. 

Hrightwell  House,  East  Street,  Farnham — 1st  Tuesday,  10  a.m. 
— noon  and  5.30 — 7 p.m. ; 2nd,  4th  and  5th  Tuesdays,  10 
a.m. — noon. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  Clinic. 

Hrightwell  House,  East  Street,  Farnham  - 1st  and  3rd  Fridays, 
10  a.m. 

.Ante-Natal  Clinic. 

Hrightwell  House,  East  Street,  Farnham — Every  Wednesday,  2 

p.m. 

Dental  Clinic. 

Hrightwell  House.  East  Street,  Farnham— Every  Monday  and 
Wednesday  and  2nd  and  tth  Fridays,  9.30  a.m. 

! Venereal  Diseases  Clinics. 

j Royal  Surrey  County  Hospital,  Guildford — Males,  Thursdays 
and  Fridays,  5 — 7 p.m.  Females,  Mondays,  3 — 7 p.m., 
and  Thursdays,  9.30 — 11  a.m. 

Woking  and  District  Victoria  Hospital — Males,  Thursdays, 
5 — 7 p.m.  Females,  Tuesdays,  9.30 — 11  a.m.,  and 
Fridays,  5 — 7 p.m. 

Speech  Training  Clinic. 

Hrightwell  House,  East  Street,  Farnham — Mondays,  10  a.m.— 

4 p.m. 

Ophthalmic  Clinic. 

Hrightwell  House,  East  Street,  Farnham— 4th  Friday  in  month, 
10  a.m.—  4 p.m. 

Cleansing  Centre. 

Fir^t  Aid  Post,  Farnham  County  Hospital — Everv  Tuesdav,  10 
a.m. — noon. 


THE  CUR.ATTVE  POST. 

Farnham  is  extremely  fortunate  in  the  facilities  it  can  offer  in 
all  forms  of  physiotherapy.  Tn  adflition  to  a number  of  physio- 
therapists practising  privately,  there  is  the  very  active  and  well 
equipped  physiotherapy  department  at  Farnham  County  Hospital. 
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Apart  from  this  is  the  Curative  Post,  centrally  situated  at  Bright- 
wells  in  a modern  one  storey  building  with  the  latest  forms  of  equip- 
ment. Being  partially  endowed,  it  is  able  to  offer  treatment  at  fees 
within  the  range  of  afl  and  is  extremely  popular,  while  the  amount  of 
work  is  only  limited  by  the  staff’s  time. 

NURSING  HOMES. 

There  are  three  private  nursing  homes  in  the  district,  two  of 
which  deal  primarily  with  maternity  cases.  These  are  regularly 
inspected  and  found  to  be  efficient,  and  have  proved  a great  asset, 
not  only  to  Farnhami  but  to  surrounding  districts  which  are  not  so 
fortunatelv  placed,  particularly  owing  to  the  small  number  of  private 
wards  available  in  local  hospitals  and  the  difficulty  of  obtaining 
aflmission  to  the  public  wards. 

HOSPITALS. 

Farnham  County  Hospital. 


The  work  of  this  hospital  continues  to  increase,  as  shown  by 
tlie  following  figures: — 


1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

Admissions 

1853 

2201 

2140 

2039 

2260 

2266 

2006 

2043 

Maternity  Cases 

282 

134 

216 

244 

205 

233 

220 

241 

Operations 

Out-Patients 

392 

671 

838 

697 

778 

837 

826 

1158 

Attendances  — 

Treatments  in  Physio- 

— 

2271 

3981 

8479 

10251 

13829 

18819 

therapy  Dept. 

— 

4854 

8715 

12662 

16118 

20282 

25128 

26117 

Patients  X-Raved 

896 

1521 

1773 

1950 

2175 

2610 

2836 

2768 

A fourth  resident  medical  officer  was  appointed  during  the  year 
t*)  deal  with  obstetric  cases  and  casualties,  and  a large  hut  was 
obtained  to  cope  with  the  increased  number  of  patients  attending 
the  physiotherapy  department.  The  work  of  the  hospital  is,  however, 
still  limited  by  the  inability  to  extend  the  buildings. 

The  main  building  dates  from  1901  and  the  wards  here  and  in 
the  newer  part  of  the  Tanner  Block,  where  there  is  a large  light  and' 
airy  ward  for  children,  with  balcony  attached,  are  good.  One  of 
the  old  Institution  blocks  has  had  to  be  used  for  chronic  cases, 
although  scheduled  for  demolition  years  ago.  Male  cases  on  the 
ground  floor  have  recently  been  transferred  to  the  Tanner  Block, 
whe’-e  the  accommodation  is  infinitely  better,  in  order  that  these  wards 
can  be  converted  into  office  accommodation  for  the  Hospital  Steward. 

Plans  have  been  got  out  for  improving  the  sterilising  and  treat- 
ment rooms  attached  to  all  wards  and  modern  sterilising  equipment 
bedpan  washers  and  sluices  are  on  order.  Plans  have  been  approved 
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for  adapting  the  Gas  Cleansing  Centre  into  an  out-patient  department 
at  a cost  of  ;£l,43r)  and  the  work  will  he  commenced  shortly. 

Three  pairs  of  cottages  for  resident  staff  are  also  shortly  to  be 
erected  in  the  hospital  grounds  and  improvements  are  to  be  made  in 
the  existing  temix)rary  pathological  department  until  it  is  possible  for 
a new  unit  to  be  constructed. 

I'he  hospital  kitchen  is  to  be  gutted  and  extensively  re-organised 
with  the  installation  of  the  latest  kitchen  equipment,  while 
refrigerators  and  electrically  heated  food  trollies  are  being  provided 
for  all  warils. 

Since  1041  the  Hospital  has  been  recognised  as  a full  training 
.school  for  nurses  and  there  are  well  equipped  class  rooms  in  the 
preliminary  training  school.  A house  situated  away  from  the  hospital 
lias  lj>een  acquired  for  the  use  of  nur.ses  where  they  can  study  and 
receive  instruction  liefore  going  on  to  the  wards.  At  present  the 
nursing  staff  are  accommodated  in  a number  of  different  houses  inside 
and  outside  the  hospital  grounds  and  a new  centrally  .situated  nur.ses’ 
home  is  urgently  required,  but  cannot  be  provided  until  the  Ministry 
allow  building  of  this  nature  to  take  place. 

The  Hospital  series  an  area  extending  from  Hindhead  to  Bag- 
shot  on  the  western  side  of  the  (^ounty  of  Surrey  and  also  deals  with 
the  majority  of  surgical  and  maternity  emergencies  from  the  neigh- 
bouring area  of  Hampshire. 

The  Surrey  Countv  Council  have  adopted  a progressive  policy 
in  regard  to  the  hospitals  under  their  control,  which  was  unfortunatelv 
curtailed  by  the  war,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board  will  continue  the  good  work  and  allow  Farnham  Countv 
Hospital  to  be  the  main  hospital  for  the  south-western  area  of  Surrev 
and  eastern  part  of  Hampshire. 

Trimmer’s  Cottage  Hospital. 

During  the  year  one  ward  of  ten  beds  has  remained  closed  owing 
to  lack  of  nursing  staff,  leaving  ten  beds  for  women,  four  beds  for 
men  and  four  private  wards.  The  children’s  ward  has  been  in  occa- 
sional use  for  children  who  have  had  their  tonsils  and  adenoids 
removed . 

The  hospital  has  continued  to  do  good  work  as  a general  prac- 
titioner hospital. 

Farnham  Joint  Isolation  Hospital. 

1'he  numl)er  of  patients  admitted  during  the  vear  was  again 
relati\^ly  .small,  being  201,  the  same  as  last  year.  Of  these,  the 
largest  groups  were  72  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  41  cases  of  measles  and 
3.)  ca.ses  admitted  for  observation. 

The  cubicle  wards  are  of  great  value  in  dealing  with  these 
observation  ca.ses  and  a variety  of  other  infectious  conditions. 

The  average  length  of  stay  in  hospital  was  21  davs  and  the 
average  cost  i>er  patient  per  week  was  ^15  6s.  3d. 
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HOMES  FOR  THE  AGED. 

These  Homes,  which  were  opened  in  1939  and  provide  accom- 
modation for  70  men  and  50  women,  are  always  full. 

Being  situated  in  the  same  grounds  as  Farnham  County 
Hospital,  the  residents  are  under  constant  medical  supervision  and 
can  easily  be  transferred  to  the  hospital  for  treatment  when  required. 

There  is  an  increasing  need  for  more  accommodation  of  a similar 
nature  for  elderly  folk  or  for  some  arrangements  to  be  made  whereby 
elderly  men  and  women  could  be  provided  with  accommodation  and 
some  form  of  help  without  necessarily  being  in  an  Institution. 

FARNHAM  DAY  NURSERY. 

The  Day  Nursery  has  continued  to  be  of  value,  as  shown  by  the 
fact  that  there  has  been  an  average  daily  attendance  of  22  children. 
They  have  been  remarkably  free  from  infectious  disease;  the  only 
ocxes  occurring  during  the  year  were  6 cases  of  mumps,  2 of  chicken- 
])ox  and  1 rubella. 

PUBLIC  MORTUARY. 

The  Mortuary  is  well  constructed,  of  modern  design  and  cen- 
trally situated  close  to  the  Police  Court.  It  serves  the  surrounding 
areas  in  addition  to  the  urban  district  and  during  the  year  48  bodies 
were  accomm.odated  there. 

INSULIN. 

Two  persons  were  supplied  with  insulin  under  the  arrangements 
as  set  out  in  Circular  2734. 

Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  and  Other  Diseases. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Apart  from  a few  mild  cases  of  influenza  in  the  early  part  of 
the  year,  the  district  has  been  remarkably  free  from  infectious  dis- 
ease. 

The  highest  number  of  notifications  received  was  26  in  respect 
of  sca^rfet  fever.  All  of  these  were  of  a mild  type  and  6 of  them 
were  nursed  at  home. 

There  were  3 cases  of  cerebro  spinal  meningitis  and  2 cases  of 
anterior  poliomyelitis,  none  of  them  fatal.  One  death  resulted  from 
measles  and  one  from  whooping  cough. 

wSince  1941,  when  the  diphtheria  immunisation  campaign  became 
really  effecti\e,  only  eight  cases  have  been  notified  in  five  years  and 
two  only  of  these  were  under  the  age  of  15  and  had  not  been  immu- 
Tiised.  The  one  fatal  case  in  this  5 year  period  was  in  an  adult.  In 
1946  there  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria  at  all,  a definite  tribute  to 
the  success  of  the  immunisation  scheme. 

Eleven  out  of  the  23  cases  of  measles  notified  were  admitted  to 
hospital,  where  better  nursing  facilities  were  available  than  were 
possible  at  home. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  notifiable  diseases 
reported  during  the  year,  in  their  age  groups: — 
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ten  deaths  from  pneumonia. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 


Progress  has  been  maintained  during  the  vear  with  the  immunisa- 
t'on  of  the  child  population.  At  the  end  of  1946  the  position  was  as 
follows : — 


Number  Immunised 
under  5. 

1,053 

Number  Immunised 
5—15. 

2,990 


Estimated  Mid-year 
Population,  1946. 
1,720 

Estimated  Mid-year 
Population,  1946. 
3,100 


Percentage 

Immunised. 

61.8 

Percentage 

Immunised. 

96.4 


The  5 — 15  group  is  very  satisfactory  and  it  is  hoped  to  obtain 
further  improx'ement  in  the  under  5 group. 


In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  a lady  was  employed  to  visit  parents 
in  their  homes  and  encourage  and  arrange  for  the  immunisation  of 
children  who  had  not  responded  to  other  forms  of  propaganda. 


VENRREAI,  DISEASES. 

There  does  not  appear  to  be  much  venereal  disease  in  the  district 
and  no  notifications  under  Section  33. P have  been  received. 


SCABIES. 


A Cleansing  Centre  for  scabies  and  louse  infections  has  been 
operating  regularly  once  a week  at  the  First  Aid  Post  at  Farnham 
County  Hospital  and  extra  clinics  are  held  if  required,  but  the  number 
of  cases  requiring  treatment  has  been  relatively  small. 


TUBERCUEOSIS. 


The  num1)er  of  notified  cases  of  tuberculosis  in  the  district  con- 
tinues to  increase,  as  shown  by  the  figures  for  the  past  ten  vears: — 

Total  number  on 


Year. 

Pulmonary. 

M.  F. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

M.  F. 

Register  at  31st 
Dec. 

1937 

29 

19 

14 

12 

74 

1938 

33 

19 

16 

16 

84 

1939 

37 

22 

20 

17 

96 

1940 

41 

31 

25 

24 

121 

1941 

46 

31 

29 

25 

131 

1942 

62 

30 

33 

28 

153 

1943 

68 

33 

34 

30 

165 

1944 

78 

34 

33 

32 

177 

1945 

83 

34 

34 

34 

185 

1946 

83 

41 

36 

36 

196 

14 


There  is  no  doubt  that  the  present  shortage  of  sanatorium  beds, 
as  a result  of  which  the  patient  often  remains  at  home  for  months  at  a 
time  as  a potential  source  of  infection  to  other  members  of  the  family, 
contributes  to  the  increased  number  of  tuberculosis  patients. 

Overcrowded  housing  conditions  and  the  lack  of  facilities  for 
segregating  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  too  advanced  for  sana- 
torium treatment  are  also  contributory  factors. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis 
and  deaths  from  the  disease  in  the  district  during  1946: — 


New  Cases. 


Age 

Periods. 

0—1 
1—5 
5—15 
15—25 
25—35 
35—45 
45—55 
55—65 
65  and  over 


Respiratory. 

M.  F. 


Non- 

R«spiratory. 

M.  F. 


Deaths. 


Respiratory. 


M. 


F. 

1 

1 

2 


Non- 

Respiratory. 

M.  F. 


— 1 


Totals 


1 


The  Tuberculosis  After  Care  Committee  is  in  active  existence 
and  has  been  al)le  to  be  of  definite  assistance  to  several  necessitous 
cases. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT  FOR  1946. 

The  following  classified  table  is  submitted  of  (a)  the  number 
and  nature  of  inspections  made  during  the  year ; (b)  the  number  of 
notices  served  during  the  year;  (c)  the  result  of  the  services  of  such 
notices. 

(a)  Number  and  nature  of  inspections  made  during  the  year: — 
Dwelling  Houses. 

Number  inspected  under  the  Public  Health  and 

Housing  Acts  432 

Number  of  inspections  made,  including  re -inspec- 
tions and  vi.sits  to  works  in  progress  788 

Other  Visits  and  Inspections. 

Meat  and  Other  Food  Shops  670 

Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops  135 

Bakehouses  47 
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Factories  114 

Shops  

Schools  12 

Caravan  Sites  4 

Ice  Cream  Premises  72 

Piggeries  15 

Milk  Sampling  106 

Drainage  378 

Infectious  Disease  Prevention  37 

Disinfestation  of  Premises  , 20 

Rats  and  Mire  Infestations  1399 

Building  lacence  Applications  1036 

Miscellaneous  154 

(b)  Notices  served: — 

Number  of  preliminary  notices  served  under  the 

Public  Health,  Housing  and  other  Acts  157 

(c)  Result  of  Notices: — 

1.  Preliminary  Notices: — 

(a)  Complied  with  143 

(b)  Work  not  commenced  14 


167 


2.  Statutory  Notices: — 

(a)  Complied  with  14 

(b)  Work  not  commenced  0 


14 


SHOPS  AND  OFFICES. 

Eighty  inspections  were  made  during  the  year.  Additional 
accommodation  was  provided  for  the  clerical  staff  at  one  business 
establishment  where  overcrowing  was  found  to  exist  in  the  main  office. 
Improvements  to  the  ventilation  system  of  a milk  bar  were  also  carried 
aut  by  the  installation  of  electric  extraction  fans. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

Attention  was  given  to  three  complaints  of  infestation.  None  of 
the  cases  could  be  described  as  serious  and  it  was  possible  to  over- 
come the  nuisances  b\  repeated  spraying  of  the  rooms  with  “ Zalde- 
cide.  ” In  each  case  the  occupiers  co-operated  well  with  the  Public 
Health  Department  in  their  efforts.  Generally,  it  has  been  found 
that  by  perse\’erance  and  cleanliness  on  the  part  of  the  occupants 
small  bug  infestations  can  quickly  be  overcome. 
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SCHOOLS. 

There  are  in  the  district  two  Secondarv  Schools,  fourteen  Ele- 
mentary and  Church  Schools,  together  with  thirteen  Pri\  ate  establish- 
ments, with  an  approximate  attendance  total  of  3,3S<s  scholars. 

All  premises  are  provided  with  a washdown  s}steni  of  sanitation 
and  connected  to  the  main  sewers. 

The  general  standard  of  construction,  lighting  and  ventilation 
of  the  schools  remained  good  and  unchanged  during  the  year. 

One  case  of  overcrowding  in  a small  private  school  was  dis- 
covered during  an  inspection  and  arrangements  were  at  once  made 
to  reduce  the  number  of  children  attending. 

HOUSING. 

Every  effort  has  been  made  during  the  year  to  carry  out  as  many 
housing  inspections  as  possible  and  a total  of  432  dwellings  were 
visited  and  recorded. 

Despite  the  difficulties  in  obtaining  material  and  labour,  the 
majority  of  small  property  owners  responded  well  to  the  157  informal 
notices  which  were  sent  by  the  Department.  There  is  no  doubt,  how- 
ever, that  the  general  condition  of  cottage  propert\  is  deteriorating 
owing  to  the  difficulty  of  getting  repairs  dealt  with  and  to  the  high 
cost  of  obtaining  attention  to  even  the  smallest  jobs. 

Rents  remain  at  pre-war  levels,  whilst  overhead  charges  have 
increased  threefold.  A common  complaint  from  owners  on  being 
asked  to  carry  out  essential  repairs  is  that  the  controlled  rents  of 
small  cottages  is  so  low,  whilst  the  cost  of  even  the  most  simple  item 
of  repair  is  so  high,  that  little  or  no  return  is  derived  from  the  pro- 
perty. This  position  of  affairs  adds  considerably  to  tlie  difficulties 
of  local  authorities  in  getting  defects  remedied. 

Where  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  found  to  exist  every  effort 
has  been  made  by  the  Housing  (Tenants’  Selection)  Committee  to  im- 
prove conditions,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  note  that  at  the  end  of  the 
year  the  Council  had  completed  100  dwellings  whilst  48  others  were 
in  course  of  erection. 


SWIMMING  BATHS. 

Despite  the  rather  inclement  weather  wliicli  })Te\’ailed  during  the 
spring  and  summer  of  1946,  the  Town  Swimming  Baths  continued  to 
be  very  popular  with  residents  and  visitors.  Scholars  from  all  the 
.schools  attended  in  large  numbers,  both  during  school  hours  and  at 
week-ends. 

The  “ Bell  ” system  of  purification  and  aeration  installed  in 
1930  functioned  well  throughout  the  season  and  bacteriological  reports 
obtained  at  varied  and  “ peak  ” periods  were  satisfactory. 
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There  is  a small  swimming  pool  attached  to  a mixed  private 
school  in  the  district  but  this  was  little  used  during  the  season. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSE. 

The  one  Common  Lodging  House  in  the  Town  has  been  regu- 
larly visited  and  at  all  times  has  been  found  in  a clean  and  satisfactory 
state. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

One  complaint  was  received  during  the  year  from  a resident  living 
in  the  ^dcinity  of  a Laundry  of  smoke  with  grit  coming  from  the  firm’s 
chimney  shaft.  The  firm  had  installed  up-to-date  apparatus  and 
furnaces  and  blamed  the  inferior  standard  of  fuel.  The  difficulty 
was,  however,  overcome  by  care  and  attention  in  stoking  and  no  further 
complaint  was  received. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 


WATER. 

The  Urban  District  of  Farnham  is  supplied  by  water  from  the 
Wey  Valley  Water  Company  and  the  Council’s  own  Water  Under- 
taking. 

The  Urban  Council’s  deep  wells  and  plant  in  Darvills  Lane 
provide  for  the  needs  of  the  Town  proper,  an  area  of  some  two  square 
miles,  while  the  We}  Valley  Company’s  supply  extends  throughout 
the  outer  or  more  rural  parts.  The  Wey  Valley  water  is  drawn  from 
lower  greensand  wells  at  Til  ford  Road,  Churt,  and  Tilford  Meads. 

Bacteriological  results  from  both  supplies  which  were  obtained 
twice  monthly  throughout  the  Near  were  satisfactory.  The  chemical 
analysis  was  also  up  to  standard  until  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  when 
a heavy  excess  of  iron  was  found  in  the  Town  supply. 

Considerable  investigation  was  required  to  determine  the  cause 
of  this,  which  was  eventually  thought  to  be  due  to  seepage  of  water 
from  a high  iron  bearing  strata  into  the  greensand  water  below,  from 
which  the  supply  is  obtained. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

No  imjjortant  sewer  extensions  were  made  during  the  year  but 
the  district  has  been  surveyed  and  a list  prepared  of  works  of  im- 
provement whereby  many  properties  which  are  now  outside  the  reach 
of  the  sewer  will,  by  short  extensions,  be  provided  with  main  drainage 
facilities. 

The  Sewage  Works  at  Water  T.ane  continued  to  function  satis- 
factorily. 
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£.C.  ACCOMMODATION. 

A systematic  inspection  of  the  district  was  made  during  the  year 
and  a list  prepared  of  suggested  short  sewer  extensions  and  connec- 
tions which  would  enable  premises  with  earth  closet  sanitation  to  be 
provided  with  a water  carriage  system.  Some  1S5  dwellings  were 
found  with  E.Cs.  and  efforts  were  commenced  to  get  the  number 
reduced.  At  the  close  of  the  year  17  dwellings  with  E.Cs.  had  been 
provided  with  W.Cs.  and  connected  to  the  sewer. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

Following  complaints  of  oil  being  seen  on  the  surface  of  the 
River  Wey,  which  passes  through  the  Town,  and  of  cattle  refusing  to 
drink  the  water  in  the  lower  reaches  of  the  river,  a systematic  inspec- 
tion of  the  district  was  made.  All  garage  owners  were  communicated 
with  and  asked  to  take  every  possible  precaution  and  to  carry  out  any 
improvements  deemed  necessary  in  order  to  prevent  oil  gaining  access 
to  the  surface  water  drainage  systems.  Inspections  were  also  made 
of  these  and  other  premises. 

Whilst  garage  owners  responded  well  to  demands,  and  small  but 
important  improvements  were  made,  the  cause  of  the  real  nuisance 
was  eventually  found  to  be  oil  discharged  from  the  Gas  Works  which 
was  finding  its  way  into  a watercourse  adjacent  to  the  river. 

Samples  of  water  taken  from  the  river  showed  marked  oil  pollu- 
tion. Remedial  works  were  at  once  put  in  hand  and  when  completed 
the  nuisance  abated.  No  further  complaints  have  been  received  and 
sample  reports  have  been  satisfactory. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

Weekly  collections  of  household  refuse,  replacing  the  fortnightl\- 
service,  were  re-commenced  during  the  year  and  dry  tipping  continued 
at  the  Council’s  Guildford  Road  site. 

Some  1 14  bins  were  distributed  over  the  area  for  the  collection  of 
kitchen  w^aste  and  this  gave  an  average  return  of  8 tons  monthly. 

The  two  cesspool  emptying  vehicles  have  been  kept  fully  em- 
ployed dealing  with  the  regular  quarterly  clearances.  The  exception- 
ally wet  autumn  and  early  winter  of  1946  added  to  the  difficulties  of 
this  service  and  often  more  frequent  empt\ings  were  found  to  be 
necessary. 


THE  FACTORIES  ACT,  1947. 

The  number  of  factories  inspected  during  the  year  was  1 14. 

Improvements  to  the  drainage  system  and  lavatory  accommoda- 
tion was  completed  at  the  Farnham  Sanitary  Laundry,  Darvills  Lane. 
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Minor  improvements,  including  necessary  interior  works  of  reno- 
vation, were  carried  out  at  seven  premises. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

The  cowsheds  and  dairies  have  been  inspected  at  frequent 
intervals  and  there  are  on  the  Register  21  cowkeepers,  20  dairymen, 
24  retail  purveyors  and  14  wholesale  traders.  All  notices  to  carry 
out  lime  washing  of  stalls  and  minor  repairs  were  dealt  with. 

The  number  of  samples  obtained  for  analysis,  of  which  the 
majority  were  taken  to  the  National  Institute  for  Research  in  Dairying 
at  Shinfield,  near  Reading,  was  138. 

Extensive  repairs  were  found  to  be  necessary  at  one  dairy  farm 
and  the  Council  are  negotiating  with  the  landlord  and  tenant  with  a 
\iew  to  getting  the  improvements  carried  out. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  samples  taken  during  the 


Designation. 

Taken. 

Satisfactory. 

all  respects. 

Unsatisfactory. 

Pasteurised 

30 

24 

5 

1 

Accredited 

27 

12 

9 

6 

Tuberculin  Tested 

12 

6 

5 

1 

Ordinary 

69 

42 

12 

15 

Totals 

138 

84 

31 

23 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

Special  attention  was  paid  during  the  year  to  the  food  shops  of 
both  town  and  district  and  670  visits  were  made.  Conveyances  used 
for  the  transport  of  meat  and  other  foodstuffs  were  also  inspected. 
The  general  condition  of  premises  dealing  in  food  was  found  to  be 
satisfactory  and  the  majority  of  those  persons  handling  food  for  sale 
to  the  public  took  every  precaution  to  protect  commodities  from  con- 
tamination. 

LICENSED  PREMISES— WASHING  OF  GLASSES. 

Brewery  Companies  and  other  owners  of  licensed  premises  were 
communicated  with  asking  them  to  insist  that  their  licensees  made 
proper  use  of  the  facilities  provided  for  the  washing  of  glasses.  Com- 
plaints had  been  received  that  during  busy  periods,  especially  in  the 
evenings,  little  attention  was  given  to  the  washing  of  glasses.  All 
("ompanies  promised  to  do  everything  in  their  power  to  see  that  their 
licensees  did  take  every  precaution  in  this  important  matter. 

There  has  been  a marked  improvement. 
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TRANSPORT  OF  MEAT. 


The  District  Meat  Agent  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  was  communi- 
cated with  regarding  the  unsatisfactory  methods  of  delivering  meat 
to  the  district  from  the  Aldershot  Slaughterhouse. 

There  has  been  an  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  interior 
of  the  vans  and  of  the  state  of  cleanliness  of  English  meat  carcases. 

The  following  is  a list  of  foodstuffs  condemned  and  removed  as 
unfit  for  hmnan  consumption: — 


Commodity. 

cwts. 

qrs. 

lbs. 

Beef  (Imported) 

2 

1 

H 

Beef  (English)  

1 

3 

H 

Mutton  (Imported)  

1 

2 

4 

1 

8 

Fish  (Wet)  

....  18 

2 

16 

Corned  Beef  

11 

2 

231 

Vegetables  

9 

1 

4 

Fruit  

4 

3 

5 

Corned  Mutton 

2 

3 

10 

Fish  (Canned)  

1 

1 

201 

Cereals  

1 

1 

0 

Butter,  Margarine  and  Cooking  Fat 

3 

161 

Bacon  

2 

261 

Chocolate  and  Sweets  

2 

15| 

Stewed  Steak 

1 

25J 

Tongue 

25 

Meat  and  Vegetable  Ration 

261 

Sausages  and  Sausage  Meat  

18 

Fishcakes  

131 

Cheese  

Luncheon  Meat  

91 

7| 

5 

Jam  

Chopped  Ham 

Minced  Beef  Loaf  

3 

2 tons  13  2 241 


Total  2 tons  18  0 4^ 

1,318  tins  Milk. 

42  packets  Dessert  Powder. 

26  tins  Baking  Powder. 

2 tins  Baby  Food. 

1 tin  Cocoa. 

97^  dozen  Eggs. 
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12  tins  Tomato  Sauce. 
4 tins  Soup. 

1 jar  Honey. 

1 tin  Treacle  Pudding. 


ICE-CREAM. 

There  were  at  the  close  of  the  year  36  premises  on  the  Register. 
Of  these,  34  buy  from  wholesale  producers  whilst  two  make  the  ice- 
cream on  their  own  premises. 

Regular  visits  of  inspection  were  carried  out  and  every  effort 
made  to  ensure  absolute  cleanliness. 

Results  of  samples  taken  were  satisfactory. 


ADULTERATION. 


Administration  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1938, 
is  carried  out  by  the  Surrey  County  Council. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  results  of  samples  taken  during 
1946:— 


Articles. 


Adulterated 

Analysed.  or 

Deteriorated. 


Milk  45 

Spirits  4 

Honey  1 

Vinegar  1 

Lard  1 

Totals  52 
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